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This booklet describes the program in Harlem (PS
Caleb Gattegno's reading and matheratics

in colar. The fproyram was primarily intended to test the teaching of

Gatteg.!o's methods and materials.

PS 133 was considered to be a good

site for the Frograbn because it was stable, pedagogically

traditional,

and statfed by a large number of experienced tecachers

and a principal who was known to be a dedicated, competent

adainistrator.

is discarded.

In Gattegno's reading prograas,
the purpose of introducing words, and once sounds are mastered,
The use of color simulates a phonetic language.

color is used only for
color
All

groups of letters with the identical sound are represented by the

same color.
same€ group.

Thus the "o" in
In the mathegatics program, Gattegno used the colored

"so," "know, ' and "though" belong to the

rods of Georges Cuisenaire in order to represent basic mathegatical

operations as well as fractions.

Gattegno claias that students wmove

rapidly from the use of the rods to abstraction and wmental

conputation
the progranm
the results
mathematics

in order to derive answers to problems.
used data from the Metropolitan Achievement Test scores;
tended to indicate general improvement in reading and

asong the experiamental group.

The evaluation of

(Author/J )
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The Center for Urban Education is an independent nonprofit corporation founded
in 1965 under an absolute charter from the New York State Board of Regents. In

. June 1966 it was designated a Regioral Educational Laboratory uncer Title IV of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. The Center is in part a social
research agency, in part an educational institution in the university tradition, in
part an engineering laboratory where invented solutions to problem$ in urban ed-
ucational form and policy are tested in cooperation with participating educators. Its
major goal is to clarify and improve the education necessary to the urban com-
plexes of a plnralistic and democratic society.

Under the direction of its Dissemination Division, the Center publishes a wide
variely of reports, monographs, books, and bibliographies. # (omplete list of those
items in print is available on request.

The developruent of the Program Reference Service was made possible by a grant
to the Center from the Diviston of Information Technology and Disscniination,
Bureau of Research, U.S. Office of Education.

As a unit of the Dissemination Division, the Program Reference Service iden-
tified, examined, and provided informatlion on p.ograms in grades K-6 which deal
with the problems of urban school systems. Its reports have been designed to meet
the stated riceds of school administrators and other educational decision-makers, and
are offered as informational aids to effective educalional planning. This report was
prepared under the direction of Joseph Pincus &nd completed in Seplember, 1970.
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The Program Reference Service
133, Mrs. Dellora Hercules, and her sta
this report, to the Schools for the Future staff for their
kin, Senior Editor of CUE, for editorial revision.
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Background Information

Since the fall term of 1968, PS 133 in
Manhattan's Harlem has been engaged
in a program that challenges a number
of accepted assumptions about the ways
children learn. ““Schools for the Futuve,”
the project’s formal title, is a beginning
reading and mathematics program
based on the approach and methodology
developed by Dr. Caleb Gattegno as
Words in Color and Mathemalies in
Color. As the originalor and director of
the Schools for the Future Corporation,
Dr. Gattegno has had a long record of
success i1 teaching reading and math-
ematics to children in New York City,
in other sections of the United States,
and in several foreign countries. In
1967 when Dr. Gattegno's work was
brought tu the attention of the Center
for Urban Education, the Center pro-
posed a joint project with the Schools
for the Future Corporation.

Project Alms
The prograra was primarii}’ i
to test the teaching of 1eadi
mathematics through the use
Gattegno methods and materi:
project’s overall aim was to de
it teachers in the priniary gra
be helped in one school year to
what is needed to allow o chil
denmonstrate their capacity for:
4. mastering the skill of
with comprehension;
b. using the writlen lunguag
press experiences with whic
are familiar;
c. maslering computational
tions with numbers of eny si
any base and applying these s
their everyday experience;
d. enjoying school work, as
sented by the volume of frec -
sition produced by the child i
lish and mathematics.
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Project Aims

The program was primarily intended
to test the teaching of recading and
mathematics through the use of the
Gattegno methods and materials. The
project’s overall aim was to determine
if teachers in the primary grades can
Le helped in one school year to arquire
whal is needed to allow all children to
demonstrate their capacity for:

a. mastering the skill of reading

wilh comprehension;

b. using the written language to ex-

press experiences with which they

are familiar;

c. maslering computaticnal cpera-

tions wilh numbers of any size and

any base and applying these skills to

their cveryday experience:

d. enjoying school work, as repre-

sented by the volume of frec compo-

sition produced by the child in Eng-

lish and mathematics.

The Schoel

PS 133 was considered to be a4 good
site for ti. , rogram because it was
stuble, pedagogically teaditional, and
staffed by a large number of experienced
teachers and a principal who was
known to be a dudicated and competent
administrator. Bola the administration
and slutt of the school were considered
to be not only antenable to the intro-
duction of the program bui alse, once
committed, able to fulfill their obli-
gation to devote a year to the imple-
mentation of the new metheds, 1t is
iniportant to note that PS 133°s aflilia-
Lion witl a decentralized demonstration
district (1S 201)* facilitated decision-
making at the local level, The Govern-
ing Bourd, with its parent members, the
I8 201 ¥ducational Research Comi-
mittee, and the Unit Administrator had
created i climate that was favorable
to innovation and one which would guar-
anlee the program a suslained hearing.

“The 18 001 donianstration distriet is woic
efiicialty disignated na the Arthir A, Schom-
bivg JS 01 Edueational Complre and is part
of Divtrict 5.
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Preparations

Because the school was not contacted
until June 1968, steps had to be taken
rapidly in order to acquaint the teach-
ers and parents with the plans for the
new program before the end of the
school year. The IS 201 Educaticnal Re-
search Committee met to discuss the
Gatltegno program and to examine its
effectiveness in the materials submitted
by the Corporation—or original stories
and lengthy mathematical equations
composed by first grade pupils who
had participaled in a Schools for the
Future program.

Vo8

The teachers of crades one and two
at PS 123 were also approached, and
had an opportunily to talk about the
materials and mezthods. They were im-
preased with the level of work being
done by stuclents in schools using the
According to Ars, Dellora
Hercules, the acting principal, the
teachers indicated that the approach
was “something really new, rather than
a rehash of old methods.”

Since the Schools for the Future pro-
gram  emphasizes teaching beginning
reading and mathemuatics, permission
wus sought to have the kindergarten in-
cluded. However, because a prior com-
mitment had been made lo the Bank
Strect College of Education for contin-
ation of a previous program in the kin-
dergarten classes, the third grade was
fitted into the framework of the pro-
posal.

As soon as Mrs, Hercules made cer-
tain that all teachers of the first three
grades were willing to nse the new sys-
tem in their classes, the permission of
the 1S 201 Unit Administrater was re-
quested and obtained. The project was
then approved as a one-year experi-
ment, to be funded hy the Center for

vrogram.

Urban I
Schoolk
This rey
tember




